ENGL F377.UX1. CRN 36618

Intermediate Creative Writing: Nonfiction

University of Alaska-Fairbanks
Spring Semester, 2020
January 13-May 11
(3 Credit Hours)
Online, asynchronous
https://engl377.community.uaf.edu/

Instructor: Dr. Daryl Farmer
Office: 846 Gruening, UAF Campus
E-Mail: dlfarmer@alaska.edu
Office Hours: W, 3:00-5:00 PM
or by appointment

From Catalog: ENGL F377 Intermediate Creative Writing: Nonfiction: (h)
3 Credits, Offered every Spring
Forms and techniques of literary nonfiction. Students' work will be read and discussed in class and in
conference with the instructor. Close study of the techniques of established writers. Prerequisites: WRTG
F211X, WRTG F212X, WRTG F213X or WRTG F214X; ENGL F270X; sophomore standing.

Course Description
Creative nonfiction is a literary genre that focuses on representing the true-life events as seen through one’s
experiences, observations, memories, and thoughts. This can take many forms including memoir, personal
essay, travel and nature writing, literary journalism and lyric essays. The intent of this class is to help you build
an understanding of prose craft and technique through a variety of exercises and writing tools and will focus on
the development of the “habit” of writing, emphasizing exploration and risk taking, in order to push you to write
in new and imaginative ways. In the beginning weeks of class, we will focus on generating material, and
experimenting with different craft techniques. You will be expected to write at length, read selections from
published authors, and respond to the work of your classmates.
I encourage you to feel free to adapt exercises and assignments in order to write what is most urgent and
essential to you. Personal narratives and essays need a pulse, a life beneath the surface. Finding that pulse is the
challenge we will aim for. If the material is important and interesting to you, than the reader is more likely to
follow.
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Student Learning Outcomes
In this class students will:
• Learn how to generate, develop, revise, and edit individual essays into polished texts which
demonstrate applicable writing skills;
• Participate in critical peer responses to classmate’s writing in an online forum, and leave with skills
on providing useful feedback;
• Apply learned analysis skills to texts texts written by published authors known for their contributions
to nonfiction writing;
• produce an audio/video presentation of original work.

Course Goals
By the end of the semester, you will have developed the skills necessary to develop nonfiction project ideas,
generate new essays in a variety of forms, revise and edit the texts you create, and respond critically to
professional and peer writing. You will also leave with a deeper understanding of the publishing business.

Required Texts
Writing True, by Sondra Perl and Mimi Schwartz – This is a classic text for
learning about creative nonfiction, thorough, easy to read, and entertaining, it also has
an anthology with work by writers such as Alice Walker, Scott Russell Sanders, and
Susan Orlean. And the “Twenty Ways to Talk about Nonfiction” section is
tremendously useful!

Let Me Clear my Throat, by Elena Passarello - This is a wonderful collection of
essays about the human voice that I think you’ll enjoy very much. As an added bonus,
Elena will be visiting the UAF campus in April as part of the Midnight Sun Reading
series. Stay tuned for more information!

There will also be a variety of handouts and blog/lectures posted throughout the
semester.

Instructional Methods
The class will consist of online blog/lectures, discussion forums over assigned readings, writing exercises,
project assignments, and online peer workshops. Our primary platforms for the class will be the WordPress
site (https://engl377.community.uaf.edu/). Here you will find handouts, blog/lectures, and assignments. You will also
post responses to readings here.
We will use Slack for peer responses, introductions, and potential other communications.
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“Story is the umbilical cord that
connects us to the past, present, and
future. Family. Story is a relationship
between the teller and the listener, a
responsibility, . . . . Story is an
affirmation of our ties to one another.”
-- Terry Tempest Williams

Evaluation and Grading
Your grade will be broken down as follows:
Assignment
Writing Exercises (10 @ 1% each)
Reading Responses (10@1% each)
Memoir (Assignment 1)
Literary Journalism (Assignment 2)
Place Based Assignment (Assignment 3)
Profile/Portrait Assignment (Assignment 4)
Final Polished Essay Project
Final Presentation (Digital)
Total

%
10%
10%
15%
15%
15%
15%
15%
5%
100%

Points___________________
100
100
150
150
150
150
150
50
1000

Writing Exercises (15%)
Writing exercises are for the writer what scales are for the musician--a way to practice, and to perfect
technique. The exercises assigned for this class will be pulled directly from the writing prompts

at the end of the chapters in the Writing True text. These prompts will help you develop a
storehouse of ideas and materials for the essay projects, and for potential future writing after
this class ends.
Reading Responses (10%)
These responses will be related to the assigned readings of professional examples of creative
nonfiction, and should be posted in the comments section of the appropriate response page on
the Wordpress site. Often I will post prompts to specific readings, but generally you should
answer the question: What have you learned about the writing process from these readings?
You might focus on language, structure, subtext, paragraph transitions, syntax – anything you
can take from the reading to apply to your own work. I encourage you to favor analysis over
critique; in other words, try to avoid “like” and “dislike” statements and focus on components
of construction. In these responses, shoot for 200-400 words.
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Essay Project Assignments (5 @ 15% each)
Throughout the semester you will each turn in 4 essays. These assignments will be developed and
revised and should be clean polished drafts with no grammatical errors. They should also demonstrate
some of the elements of writing that are presented in blog/lectures. I will grade each using a rubric that
evaluates grammar, content, depth, syntax, sentence fluency, etc. You will not be downgraded for
taking risks, and it is not a matter of whether I like or dislike the essay. As writing students, you are all
competent writers, and it’s easy to rest on your laurels and whip off a “good” essay the night before it’s
due. Don’t settle for good. Your biggest challenge as a writer is to make people care about your subject.
For them to care, you must.

Final Polished Essay or New 5th Project (15%)
For this essay, you will revise one of the four assignments, polishing it to make it your best
essay possible, or, you may choose to write a new essay entirely. Then…
Final Digital Presentation (5%)
…you should produce either a video or audio presentation/reading of this final essay, and post it on the
class website. More specific info will be forthcoming will be forthcoming.
Grade will be based on following scale:
93-100 –A
90-92 – A87-89 – B+
83-86 – B
80-82 – B73-79 – C+
70-72 – C60-69 – D
59 and below – F

Writing Workshop
Workshop Process
After each essay assignment is due, I will redistribute a number of the essays to your classmates. You
should always have 3-4 readers in addition to me reading each essay. When responding to your
classmates’ work, you should provide margin notes and suggested edits on the pages themselves, and
then post your comments about the piece through Slack. More specific information about this will be
posted on the Wordpress site under “Workshops” soon.
A Note on Workshop Etiquette
There’s no way around it, workshops sting. Peers are discussing work that you have struggled over,
and sometimes their responses are less than complimentary. Also, with an online written format
without body language and tone, words can seem even harsher. Listen, learn, and keep an open mind.
Discard those comments that are of no use to you. But remember that your classmates have been
asked to respond to your work, and are merely trying to be helpful. On the other side, this is an open
forum, where all should feel free to offer critiques that are honest. Less than honest evaluations don’t
help the writer. However, work to coat the language you use in ways that remain constructive, and are
dictated always by how you feel you can most help the author of the work improve the writing.
Inappropriate or mean-spiritedness will not be tolerated. Please keep in mind that in nonfiction, we
are not only discussing writing, but actual lives.
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UAF Sponsored Readings (or, otherwise put: EXTRA CREDIT)
Please plan to attend as many of the UAF Midnight Sun readings this semester as you can. I will give extra
credit, in the equivalent point value of two exercises each (2%), for attending up to two of these events. This
is a great opportunity to hobnob with actual living writers and enter into the literary community here at UAF.
To receive the extra credit, you should write a response in the comments under the Midnight Sun page under
“Resources” in the Wordpress site menu. Here is a website with the schedule for the Midnight Sun Visiting
Writers Series: https://mfacreativewriting.community.uaf.edu/msvws-calendar/

Course Policies
Attendance and Participation
I conduct an active writer-centered classroom. While this is an asynchronous online course, your
participation is very important, especially relative to providing feedback on classmates’ essays. Not
providing these peer reviews will automatically lower your final grade by 5%.
Plagiarism
Examples of plagiarism are: 1) submitting work as one’s own that is at least partly the work of
another; 2) submitting work that has been obtained from an Internet or other source; 3)
incorporating words or ideas of another author without citing author as source. If you willfully
commit plagiarism or any other form of academic misconduct, you will fail the assignment. A
second offense will result in a failing grade in the class.
ETC.
•

•

All essay assignments and exercises should be double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman,
with MLA style heading. Also, insert last name and page number in upper right hand corner
in a header, beginning with page two (2). These assignments should be emailed to me at
dlfarmer@alaska.edu.
Reading responses responses should be posted to the Wordpress site. Peer responses will be
posted on Slack.

The Writing Center
The Writing Center, located on the 8th floor of Gruening, provides a valuable (yet free!) service to UAF
students. The center provides tutors who are available to go over your papers in detail. These tutors are
generally graduate students who are well trained in helping students with all aspects of the writing process.
Sometimes these tutors are better able to provide help and feedback than even your professors. And it’s not
just for remedial writers—even the most experienced writers know that sometimes an outside reader can help
identify and overcome stumbling blocks. The Writing Center can be reached at 474-5314. Hours are:
• 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday,
• 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday
• 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Friday
• 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Sunday

Disability Services
Please contact me if you are having any difficulties with the material due to a documented disability. If
you have special needs and have not done so, please contact the Office of Disabilities Services (208
Whitaker Building) at 474-5655. I’m more than willing to accommodate you in a reasonable manner to
help you succeed in this course.
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A Final Note
Carl Hiassen writes: “If you work as a reporter long enough and you
end up sitting in a prison cell listening to someone tell his story, it will
dawn on you that he's in this situation for committing a truly gruesome
and heinous act, and yet you're having a fairly normal conversation, as
if you were sitting with him in Starbucks. You realize that there are
glimmers of humanity in even the most ghastly of characters. It's
important to have that if you're going to tell realistic stories.”
Writing is, at its best, an act of empathy. By examining the world
through our words we engage more deeply, and develop skills that will
help us understand others and take us deeper into our own hearts in
ways that will benefit us far beyond what we publish, or what accolades
we are awarded. Thanks for being here. Enjoy it!
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